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» Current Landscape of Language initiatives and related sector activities
* Translate4Rail main concept and overview



Why is language an important topic in rail freight?

According to the EU Commission Directive, train drivers are required to have
a B1 level in the language of the relevant Infrastructure Manager(s).

DIRECTIVE 2007/59/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL of 23 October 2007
on the certification of train drivers operating locomotives and trains on the railway system in the Community

“Drivers who have to communicate with the infrastructure manager on critical safety issues must have language skills in the
language indicated by the infrastructure manager concerned. Their language skills must be such that they can communicate actively

and effectively in routine, adverse and emergency situations.”

COMMISSION REGULATION (EU) 2019/554 of 5 April 2019 amending Annex VI to Directive 2007/59/EC

“In order to satisfy the requirements provided for in paragraph 1, drivers must be able to understand (both orally and in writing) and
to communicate (both orally and in writing) according to level B1 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

(CEFR) established by the Council of Europe.”



What are the challenges?

* Inefficiencies in international ralil traffic — cause delays and increased costs
* Recruitment challenges — result in higher training costs and longer onboarding times
» Green Deal target (30% modal share by 2030) — requires an increase in cross-border rail traffic

* Accidents (e.g., Rastatt 2017) — language barriers hindered rerouting through France, leading to
reduced resilience, slower response times, and loss of market share
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Current Landscape of Language initiatives and related sector activities
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https://translate4rail.eu/ 9'5/

Translate4Rail main concept

* Enabling operational communication in the field between a train driver and a traffic controller;
* Addressing B1 language competence acquisition.
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Operational communication in the field

(including railway jargon, variables, and constants)
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Thank you
for your attention

Stay in touch with UIC: [} You@@® #uicrail shop.uic.org i i
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3R6uvL3SOI
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