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Agenda

• Regulation framework and operation challenges

• Current Landscape of Language initiatives and related sector activities

• Translate4Rail main concept and overview



Why is language an important topic in rail freight?

According to the EU Commission Directive, train drivers are required to have 

a B1 level in the language of the relevant Infrastructure Manager(s).



What are the challenges?

• Inefficiencies in international rail traffic → cause delays and increased costs

• Recruitment challenges → result in higher training costs and longer onboarding times

• Green Deal target (30% modal share by 2030) → requires an increase in cross-border rail traffic

• Accidents (e.g., Rastatt 2017) → language barriers hindered rerouting through France, leading to 

reduced resilience, slower response times, and loss of market share



Translate4Rail
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Italy - Austria (2021)

Italy - Switzerland (TBC)

Italy - Slovenia (on-going)

• IM-RU

• IM-IM

• RU-RU (future)

Germany – France 
(Saarbrucken & Kehl on-

going)

Germany - Belgium

Luxembourg - Belgium

Netherland - Belgium

• IM-IM

• IM-RU (under 

development)

France - Spain (On-

going)

France - Germany 
(March)
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Translate4Rail main concept

Operational communication in the field
(including railway jargon, variables, and constants)

Enhancing TSI OPE messages

https://translate4rail.eu/

• Enabling operational communication in the field between a train driver and a traffic controller;

• Addressing B1 language competence acquisition.



2019 - 2021

Pilot Italy - Slovenia
T4R LT tested

2022 - 2023

Italy – Switzerland 
technical 

achievements
T4RAIL IT - SI

2024 – 2027

High interest and support from the sector

Pilot Italy - Austria
T4R LT tested

T4R journey so far overview

RNE/UIC internal budgets

T4R+

CEF Transport 
Calls 2021 & 2023

T4R and 
Crisis 
Com

2026 - 2028



Stay in touch with UIC: #UICrail

Thank you

for your attention

WATCH NOW

WATCH NOW

uic.orgshop.uic.org

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3R6uvL3SOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3R6uvL3SOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3R6uvL3SOI
http://www.uic.org/
https://shop.uic.org/en/
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